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By 2030, up to 77 million urban residents could fall back into poverty in a scenario of high 
climate impacts and inequitable economic growth (World Bank). 

Why focus on the climate resilience 
of food systems?

Cities are hotspots for climate change
• accounting for more than 70% GHG 

emissions
• Food sector is the 3rd largest 

contributor

60% of the area expected to be urban by 
2030 remains to be built
• Opportunity to build resilience

Floodings will affect 275 million people 
worldwide should temperatures increase

However, no clear understanding of 
climate impacts on food system in urban 
and city region contexts
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Key messages from FAO survey

• Local governments are key actors to face COVID-19 impacts on food 
systems, food security and nutrition and their empowerment can make a 
big difference 

• The resilient component of the food systems should go hand in hand 
with inclusiveness. Understanding the root causes of vulnerability in 
urban areas, mapping the most vulnerable and ensuring innovative 
mechanisms to facilitate their access to nutritious food.

• Multi-level Food Governance is a crucial area for innovation. 
Municipal governments had an enormous potential in identifying and 
connecting the food systems actors at all levels, facilitating their 
collaboration

• The programmes and contingency plans need to be put in place 
ensuring that the food-related urban-rural linkages remain 
uninterrupted in time of crises.
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Support cities to build resilient (climate and 
COVID19) CRFS

• Support in assessing risk and vulnerabilities to multiple shocks 
and formulate strategies and policies to increase resilience 

• Identify short-term contingency measures and long-term 
structural intervention to increase the CRFS resilience;

• Promote multi stakeholder coordination and governance to 
manage crises and plan concerted actions

• Promote sustainable and resilient urban and periurban agriculture 
and short supply chains as measures to adapt to multiple shocks 

• Promote mechanism City-to-City knowledge exchange on good 
practices





Thank you
guido.santini@fao.org

http://www.fao.org/in-action/food-for-
cities-programme/en/


